
 

 

 

History 

• Stand Among Friends(SAF) was formed in 1997 to build awareness, educate the 

community, and provide needed resources for individuals with disabilities. 

• In 2006 SAF formed a partnership with Florida Atlantic University (FAU).  

• Stand Among Friends is located on the campus of FAU, Boca Raton, in the Christine E. 

Lynn College of Nursing, which is a “leadership in Energy and Environmental Design” 

(LEED) certified building.  

• In 2008 SAF designed and launched an employment program to address the need for 

essential technology skills training, vocational comprehensive, and situational worksite 

evaluation to determine skills, interest and aptitude to effectively prepare and place 

individuals in employment. 

• Since 2008 SAF has placed over 460 individuals in employment and over 1,200 people 

have sought services. 

• Over 60% of SAF clients have achieved a college degree. 

• Because of their success in the Greater Boca Raton area, SAF has been able to raise the 

necessary funds and is proud to announce the opening of their new full‐service center 

located on the FAU Port St Lucie campus. The facility is now open and career services 

are available to college students and adults ranging from Jupiter to Fort Pierce. 

 



 

 

Who We Are 

Stand Among Friends (SAF) stands apart from many other programs of its kind in that it not 

only raises money and awareness, but also places its members in a wide range of careers, from 

hourly employment to high‐paid executive positions, allowing people with disabilities to live a 

life without limits and experience the highest degree of independence and success in their 

communities. Shawn Friedkin created and directed the program, which provides services to 

over 600 people with disabilities annually, having placed over 440 people with disabilities into 

productive employment in the past 42 months. 

 

• Stand Among Friends is a non‐profit organization that helps college students and adults 

with disabilities prepare for, find, and secure active employment. 

• Comprehensive programs include: employment services, assistive technology, 

vocational evaluations, pre‐placement training, community outreach, and mentoring 

reinforce client’s talents, interests, and education. 

• Work with clients to set achievable goals and guide them through the entire 

employment search: 

o Developing essential skills 

o Providing tools to begin job search 

o Identifying the right opportunity/ landing the interview 

o Support clients after they secure employment by providing the necessary 
assistance to ensure a successful experience. 

 

 

 

 



 

Shawn Freidken, Founder and President 
Boca Raton resident,Shawn Friedkin is the founder and president of 
Stand Among Friends. Twenty years ago, Shawn had it all‐ he was newly 
married, excited to start a family, and had a promising future in a 
successful financial career. 
 
Two weeks before his 28th birthday, Shawn’s world came crashing down 
when he was involved in a horrific car crash, which left him paralyzed 
from the chest down. After learning he’d be wheelchair ridden for the 
rest of his life, Shawn could have given up and spiraled down a 

destructive path of self‐pity, losing any motivation to go forward. Instead, he decided his new 
disability was not going to define him as a person.  
 
As he began to rebuild his life, he realized there were few resources for people in his situation. 
Frustrated, he founded Stand Among Friends(www.standamongfriends.org), a 
501(c)3nonprofit and opened the namesake disability center located on Boca Raton’s Florida 
Atlantic University’s campus. 

 
 

Shawn has received much recognition for his work in helping to improve the lives of people 
with disabilities nationwide over the years including: 
 

• Florida Atlantic University President’s Distinguish Service Medallion (December 2011) 
• LEAH Pillar of the Community Award (2008). 
• Tiffany Co. Outstanding Service Award (2010). 
• “Men With Caring Hearts” award recipient (2010). 
• Founding member of END (End Neurological Disorders) 
• Participated in high‐level meetings at the White House and organized hearings before 

the US Senate Appropriations Committee (1993 – 1996). 
 

https://webmail.hmc1.comcast.net/owa/redir.aspx?C=89bc612ef21447f882c087e9825dc74a&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.standamongfriends.org


 

Who We Help 

In 2003: 49.7 million people with some type of long lasting condition or disability 

o Represented 19.3% of the 257.2 million people aged 5 and older 

o 9.3 million (3.6%) with a sensory disability involving sight or hearing 

o 21.2 million (8.2%)with a condition limiting basic physical activity 

o 12.4 million (4.8%) with physical, mental or emotional condition causing 

difficulty in learning, remembering or concentrating 

o 18.2 million (aged 16 and above) with a condition that made it difficult to go 

outside the home to shop or visit a doctor 

‐ 2010: 11.9% of US Civilians living in the community with some kind of disability. 

(36,354,712 people) 

 
 

Locations: 
777 Glades Road, BLDG NU84, Suite 120, Boca Raton, FL 33431 
500 Northwest California Boulevard, Port St. Lucie, FL 

 
Contact: 
Dawn Hicks, Executive Director 
 (561) 297‐4403 
dhicks@standamongfriends.org 
 
Media Inquiries: 
Iviani Figueroa, Publicist 
(561) 750‐9800 x233 
Iviani@transmediagroup.com 
 

 

 

 

mailto:dhicks@standamongfriends.org
mailto:Iviani@transmediagroup.com


 

 

 Events  

On Sunday, February 26, 2012, over 1,500 individuals 

came together to celebrate their abilities at Stand 

Among Friends’ 2nd Annual emb(race)®, our all‐

inclusive family fun event that featured a 5k & 10k 

walk/run and one mile family walk. 

 

The emb(race)® was held on the 

campus of Florida Atlantic University, participants ran, walked, strolled, and 

rolled, used a wheelchair or hand cycle – and enjoyed an event that 

celebrates our entire community. Emb(race)® is a message of hope – and a 

historic day that showcases everyone’s abilities.  The race began outside the 

Stand Among Friends Disability Center located on the FAU campus in Boca 

Raton.  The event was fun for the entire family and included games, activities, 

food, fun and more. This year over $135,000 was raised. 

 

 

Ability Explosion and Stand Among Friends have

joined forces to bring a series of events to the

community. Ability Explosion has a vision for not

only enriching the lives of disabled people, but also

the lives of people everywhere. These events will raise money to help people with disabilities of 

all kinds lead more independent and more enriched lives. 
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News Channel 5 (WPTV news) 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jEWGVguJ8DI&feature=relmfu 

 

 

News Channel 5 (WPTV news) 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mPwRZNC87pk 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jEWGVguJ8DI&feature=relmfu
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mPwRZNC87pk


 

 

 

 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LHwD1VKvh1w 

 

 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=‐5kCQltyFKA 

 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LHwD1VKvh1w
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-5kCQltyFKA


 

 

Boca man refuses to let disability define him, 
reaches out to others 

BOCA RATON — One minute Shawn Friedkin was a zealous bike rider and avid tennis player. An 
instant later, a horrendous car accident left him paralyzed from the chest down. 

He spent his 28th birthday clinging to life in the intensive care unit of a Miami hospital. 

"It was a shock, but I am a positive person by nature so I didn't take a lot of time to feel sorry for 
myself. I had a wife and a daughter and I had to get back to my responsibilities," says Friedkin, who 
was determined his disability wasn't going to define him as a person. 

But the Syracuse University graduate soon discovered there weren't many resources for people in 
his situation. So in 1997 he founded Stand Among Friends (www.standamongfriends.org), a 
nonprofit organization that advocates for and helps people with all kinds of disabilities learn 
technology, find jobs, navigate the insurance maze and be more independent. 

The organization partnered with Florida Atlantic University, opening a resource center at its Boca 
Raton campus in 2006. And, on Sunday, Feb. 26, it will hold the second annual emb(race), a 5K and 
10K walk/run and 1-mile family walk on the FAU campus. 

"It's a message of hope and a historic day that showcases everyone's abilities," explains Friedkin, 
who is 47 and lives in Boca Raton with his wife and two daughters. "It isn't enough to help people 
with disabilities. We wanted to look at the bigger picture, to change people's perceptions, bring more 
attention to the cause and engage the community. Our hope is to get as many people as we can to 
focus on peoples' abilities, not their disabilities." 

Participants can run, walk, use walkers, canes, service dogs, wheelchairs, etc. in the event. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

http://articles.sun‐sentinel.com/2012‐02‐29/news/fl‐brf‐holcomb‐0229‐20120229_1_emb‐
achilles‐international‐chris‐holcomb 
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http://articles.sun‐sentinel.com/2005‐02‐06/news/0502050355_1_sports‐books‐scrapbook‐in‐
depth‐reading 

 

http://articles.sun-sentinel.com/2005-02-06/news/0502050355_1_sports-books-scrapbook-in-depth-reading
http://articles.sun-sentinel.com/2005-02-06/news/0502050355_1_sports-books-scrapbook-in-depth-reading


 

http://bocanewsnow.com/2012/03/08/stand‐among‐friends‐finds‐many‐at‐boca‐raton‐event/ 

http://bocanewsnow.com/2012/03/08/stand-among-friends-finds-many-at-boca-raton-event/


 

 

http://bocanewsnow.com/2012/02/23/weekend‐walk‐in‐boca‐to‐draw‐huge‐crowd‐benefit‐
impaired/ 

 

http://bocanewsnow.com/2012/02/23/weekend-walk-in-boca-to-draw-huge-crowd-benefit-impaired/
http://bocanewsnow.com/2012/02/23/weekend-walk-in-boca-to-draw-huge-crowd-benefit-impaired/


 

 

 

http://www.southfloridasunrise.com/article/stand‐among‐friends‐fundraiser‐doubles‐last‐
years‐event 

http://www.southfloridasunrise.com/article/stand-among-friends-fundraiser-doubles-last-years-event
http://www.southfloridasunrise.com/article/stand-among-friends-fundraiser-doubles-last-years-event


 

 

 

 

http://blogs.trb.com/news/local/community/westdelray/2011/02/ 
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